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Spring Events 
 

Faculty and Student Neuroscience Dinner 
 

Wednesday, March 23, 5:00 – 6:00 pm 

Leidy Lab room 114 

 

Are you interested in neuroscience? Want to learn more 
about the concentration? Come and meet the faculty and 
current concentration undergrads. They will present 
information on research opportunities and concentration 
requirements. The dinner is open to all current and 
prospective Biology majors. Please e-mail Gagan 
Sawhney (gsawhney@sas.upenn.edu) if you plan to 
attend. 
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Symposium for 
Undergraduate Research in Biology 

will be held 
Monday, April 25, 2:00 – 5:00 pm 
in the Grand Foyer of Leidy Lab  

 

Biology students who have completed independent 
research are encouraged to participate in SURB, which is 
organized as a poster session – a research reporting format 
that is internationally used by biological societies.  Your 
posters will be displayed and you will have an opportunity 
to discuss your research with faculty and students.  
Examples of posters presented at national meetings can be 
seen in Leidy and Kaplan hallways on the second and 
third floors. 
 

If you are interested in participating, please submit your 
name, email address, and project title to Robert 
Kuniewicz, Room 102, Leidy Lab, by April 8th.  A 
handout with additional information on the preparation of 
the poster is available in the Academic office, Leidy 102.  
 

Abstracts are due by 4:00 pm Monday, April 18 
 

Note: Seniors who participate in SURB are eligible for 
the Neysa Cristol Adams prize in Biology. Students with 
concentrations in Molecular Biology or Neuroscience are 
required to present a poster at SURB and to submit a 
thesis. 
 

If you or your research advisor have questions, please 
contact Robert Kuniewicz (rkuniewi@sas.upenn.edu) or 
Robin Sherwood (sherwood@sas.upenn.edu) 

Course Information for Fall 2005 
 
Biol 330: Comparative Vertebrate Anatomy and 
Evolution 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 2 – 3 with 3 hours lab each 
week. 
 

Offered on a new day and time from previous semesters, 
this course explores anatomy and anatomical evolution in 
the vertebrates. The laboratory portion focuses on 
dissections providing opportunities to explore the 
diversity, structure and function of vertebrate structures 
discussed in lecture. 
 
Biol 406: Infectious Diseases: Mechanisms of 
pathogenesis, prophylaxis, and therapy 
Tuesday and Thursday 1:30 – 3 pm 
 

This is an upper class seminar course organized by Dr. 
John Cebra.  The syllabus for Fall 2004, listing format and 
topics is available on the Biology website at 
http://www.bio.upenn.edu/courses/F04/index.html.  
The class is designed for 20 students and has been given 
four times previously to good reviews.  Usually it is very 
over-subscribed, so this year attendance requires Dr. 
Cebra’s permission.  Because of the very relevant and 
orderly student presentations, that are an important part of 
this discussion class, along with overviews by Dr. Cebra 
and contributions by experts in the field, a full 
commitment to attendance and participation at almost all 
class meetings is necessary.  The topics and format for 
Fall 2005 will be e-mailed to registered students in mid-
August, when most presentation topics will be chosen. 
 
Biol 436: Molecular Physiology 
Tuesday and Thursday 9 – 10:30 am 
 

Dr. Dejian Ren will teach this course on the molecular 
physiology of sensory signal transduction for advanced 
undergraduates. Topics include the mechanisms used by 
membrane channels and receptors to detect light, sound, 
temperature, and taste stimuli and transmit the signals to 
the nervous system. Modern techniques such as patch 
clamp, protein crystallization, expression cloning, and 
protein purification will also be introduced. Readings will 
be from the primary literature and students will read and 
present original research papers. Assignments include 
writing a research proposal. Prerequisites: Introductory 
biology, calculus, basic physics.  



Biol 464: Introduction to Field Ecology  
Thursday 12 – 5 pm 
 

Tired of being stuck in the classroom? Try a field course! 
Each week, students are taken to field sites in local forest 
and stream ecosystems to learn about the ecology of the 
site and collect data. Assignments are discussed in weekly 
recitations on campus. Taught by Dr. Jim Thorne of 
Natural Land Trusts (http://www.natlands.org) and 
researchers at Stroud Water Research Center 
(http://www.stroudcenter.org). 
 

Congratulations! 
 
The Biology Academic Office and the Biology 
Department congratulate Ryan Cochran and Michelle 
Attner, Nassau Fund awardees for 2005! The Nassau 
Fund is a competitive award for undergraduate research 
open to all Penn students.  
 

Opportunities 
 

Summer Research in Cell Biology  
Three summer positions available in 
cell biology lab investigating very cool 
cell shape changes orchestrated by the 
actin cytoskeleton. Work includes 
Drosophila genetics, confocal microscopy and imaging 
analysis. Biology, Biochemistry, Chemistry or 
Bioengineering major preferred and completion of BIOL 
202 and 221 helpful. 20-35 hr/wk, $8.00-9.00/hr 
depending on experience. Work study also possible. 
Please send cover letter and resume to 
gguild@sas.upenn.edu. More information about research 
is available at http://www.bio.upenn.edu/faculty/guild/ 
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Research Specialist  
Dr. Wei Guo is hiring a lab specialist to assist in studies of 
membrane traffic and cell polarity. Duties include 
molecular cloning, microscopy, cell culture, protein 
purification, and PCR. Bachelors degree in Biology or 
related area required, previous lab experience preferred. 
Job starts May 2005. Interested applicants should contact 
Dr. Guo at guowei@sas.upenn.edu or 215-898-9384.  
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GlaxoSmithKline Job Posting #23080 
GSK is hiring a researcher for drug discovery programs in 
Osteoarthritis and Osteoporosis. You will be expected to 
plan and execute experiments, properly record and present 
data, results and conclusions. Bachelors or Masters degree 
in Molecular Biology, Biochemistry or related field and 
knowledge of cell based assay development and molecular 
pharmacology are required. For more information or to 
apply online visit http://www.gsk.com.  
 
 

Who was the BEST Biology TA you ever had? 
The University wishes to recognize excellence in teaching 
by graduate students by awarding a cash prize to those 
who have had an impact on your education at Penn. 
Acknowledge your Biology TA by submitting a 
nomination online at 
http://www.upenn.edu/grad/ta/taprizeNOMform.html 
Deadline is Thursday, March 31st . 

 

If you plan to graduate in May and have not yet notified 
the Biology Department, please contact Robin Sherwood 
in Leidy Lab 102 or at sherwood@sas.upenn.edu as soon 
as possible. 
 

Honors in Biology 
 

To graduate with Distinction in the Major, students are 
required to have a GPA in the Major of at least 3.25 and 
submit an honors thesis, which is based on your 
independent research.  If you meet these criteria, you are 
strongly encouraged to apply for honors. For information 
and sample theses, contact Robin Sherwood in the 
Academic Office, Leidy 102 (sherwood@sas.upenn.edu)  
 

Honors Theses are due by noon Tuesday, April 26 
 

 
Biology Majors Graduation Reception 

and 
Awards Ceremony 

 

The Biology Department is pleased to invite all 
 graduating Biology Majors, their families, 

Biology Faculty, and Biology TAs 
to a reception in honor of graduating Biology Majors. 

 
The winners of the Neysa Cristol Adams Prize in Biology,  

the Edna R. Green Award, the Chair’s Award for Excellence in  
Biology, and the Biology Department Award for Excellence in 

Teaching will be recognized. 
 

Come celebrate graduation 
with fellow Biology Majors and Faculty. 

 

Leidy Lab Main Lobby 
Sunday, May 15th  

4:00 – 5:30 pm 
 

A light meal will be served. 
 

We hope to see you there! 

Reminder to ALL Graduating Seniors 


